2QO  CONSTITUTIONAL LA \V OF BRITISH DOMINIONS
Chapter successfully make representations to the United King-
I__;    dom on issues of vital importance to them, but of
negligible interest to a government which had no eyes
save for the spectacle of European affairs. This element
of critical hostility had no counterpart in the Canadian
and maritime province attitude in 1864-67.
(2) So different were the circumstances that the
methods of achieving federation inevitably differed in
essentials. The Canadian federation was produced
largely in secrecy and was the work of a number of
determined individuals who carried with them the
people rather than were guided by their wishes. The
initial step was taken in 1864 by a coalition including
men who had never hitherto seriously desired federa-
tion, but who had realised that deadlock in Canada
was complete and could not be solved by ordinary
means. The statesmen of the maritime provinces,
whom they met at Charlottetown and invited to
Quebec, had no mandates from their legislatures or
peoples for federation. The Quebec resolutions were
accepted by Canada alone; neither in Nova Scotia nor
New Brunswick were they formally agreed to. Nova
Scotia was never allowed to express the views of the
people, the legislature assuming power to act without
a dissolution. In New Brunswick a dissolution gave a
majority to the opponents of federation, but the new
government mismanaged the position, and a change of
opinion was achieved, which allowed New Brunswick
to send her delegates to settle with those of Nova
Scotia and Canada the details of the constitution. That
instrument was thus finally determined upon at Lon-
don, and enacted by the Imperial Parliament in 1867,
in a form which was not in detail that approved in